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REPORT 

For  Year  ending  31st  December^  1919. 


April  13th,  1920. 


Gentlemen, 

Daring  the  year  1919,  being  the  first  year  of 
peaceful  conditions,  Cromer  began  to  recover  from  the 
disastrous  state  the  previous  years  of  war  had  caused, 
through  the  almost  entire  lack  of  the  usual  season  visitors, 
though  in  some  degree  the  presence  of  large  bodies  of 
troops  had  been  beneficial  to  the  trade  of  the  town,  never- 
theless the  large  number  of  empty  houses,  which  had 
suffered  severely  from  their  occupation,  prevented  the 
possibility  of  accommodating  the  usual  number  of  visitors 
in  the  season. 

The  rainfall  was  20.25  inches,  as  compared  with 
22-27  in  1918.  The  sunshine  1504  hours,  in  1918  1602 
hours. 

On  1st  October  there  were  933  houses  inhabited,  as 
compared  with  857  in  1918,  61  less  than  in  1914.  The 
total  inhabitable  houses  in  Cromer  on  1st  October  were 
1015,  82  being  uninhabited.  A scheme  for  building  16 
houses  has  been  considered,  the  land  purchased,  and  a 
lay  out  plan  prepared.  One  house  was  recommended  for 
a closing  order. 


The  192nd  Brigade  of  young  soldiers  left  for 
Germany  at  end  of  March,  various  regiments  having  been 
stationed  in  Cromer  since  the  autumn  of  1914,  On  their 
departure  the  various  billets  occupied  by  the  soldiers  were 
left  in  a very  dam.aged  condition,  and  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  materials,  etc.,  the  majority  were 
unfit  for  use  during  the  ensuing  season. 


Statement  showing  the  work  done  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


House  to  house  inspections  78 

Special  inspections  and  investigations  of  complaints  41 
Inspections  of  nuisances,  etc.  discovered  57 

Re-inspections,  etc.  to  ascertain  progress  of  sani- 
tary and  informal  orders  252 

Visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  80 

Visit  to  Isolation  Hospital  1 

Inspections  under  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  5 

Re-inspections  ,,  „ n 7 

Premises  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  1 


522 


Premises  disinfected  30 

Rooms  ,,  43 

Committee  Meetings  attended  10 

Preliminary  notices  served  3 

Legal  „ ,,  0 


86 


Defects  found  by  house  to  house  inspections  3 

„ „ other  „ 54 

,,  „ workshop  „ 3 

„ ,,  Housing  Act  ,,  1 

Complaints  received  at  office  (of  these  7 were  found 

on  investigation  to  be  unfounded)  41 


Total  number  of  matters  dealt  with  102 


Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  a large 
quantity  of  bacon  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Two  carcases  of  bullocks  were  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  burnt  in  the  destructor.  Two  bake- 
houses were  the  subject  of  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
want  of  frequent  lime  washing. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

66  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
32  Measles  and  German  Measles,  6 being  military 
1 Opthalmia  neonatorum 
5 Influenzal  pneumonia  (1  military) 

8 Malaria,  acquired  abroad 
18  Diphtheria  U military) 

1 Erysipelas 
1 Scarlet  Fever 

« 

The  Diphtheria  outbreak  in  June  originated  from 
an  undiagnosed  case  in  a child  from  Felbrigg  attending 
the  Elementary  School. 


The  Isolation  Hospital. — Miss  Lapham,  the  Nurse- 
Matron,  left  in  June,  and  Miss  Oslar  was  appointed  at 
end  of  August.  A temporary  Nurse  was  obtained  from 
Fakenham. 

There  were  7 cases  admitted  in  1919 — 1 Scarlet 
Fever  and  6 Diphtheria ; one  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a 
child  of  three  years  proving  fatal  the  day  after  admittance. 

The  average  period  of  detention  being  15T  days. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regula- 
tions 1908;  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis  in  Hospitals) 
Regulations  191 L;  and  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  1911,  I have  had  6 cases  notified  to  me. 

/ 

In  all  cases  I have  made  the  necessary  visits  and 
given  the  usual  instructions  for  the  prevention  of 
infection. 


AN  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE 


was  started  in  November,  with  the  kind  assistance  of  a 
Committee  of  the  V.A.D.,  and  has  met  twice  a month 
since,  under  my  supervision  as  Medical  Officer,  in  the 
Lecture  Hall. 

There  has  been  an  average  attendance  of  8 mothers 
and  8 children  out  of  20  registered. 

The  children  are  weighed  regularly,  inspected,  and 
advice  given.  Health  instruction  and  facilities  for  dental 
treatment  for  the  mothers,  assisted  by  means  of  a dental 
club,  with  the  kind  help  of  Mr.  West  Walker. 

Cooking  demonstrations,  rummage  sales,  etc.,  ar- 
ranged, and  infant  clothing  sold  at  cost  price. 

I trust  this  good  work  will  be  continued,  but,  while 
fully  appreciating  the  self-sacrifice  and  keen  interest 
shown  by  the  Voluntary  Committee,  and  though  it  had 
the  sanction  of  the  M.O.H.  of  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and 
is  in  conformitj'^  with  their  scheme,  yet  personally  I regret 
that  it  was  not  run  entirely  under  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 


THE  POPULATION 

as  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  is  for  the  birth  rate 
3925,  as  compared  with  3795  in  1918,  and  for  the  death 
rate  3708  as  compared  with  3387  in  1918. 


THE  BIRTH  RATE 

is  17. Ou  per  1000  population  as  compared  with  18.97  in 

1918.  The  birtLrate  for  Pingland  and  Wales  was  18.5  for 

1919. 


THE  DEATH  RATE 

is  10.31  per  1000  population  compared  with  12.98  in  1918. 
The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1919  was  13.8. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  was  59.7  per  1000  births 
registered  as  compared  with  27.7  in  1918.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  of  England  and  Wales  in  1919  was  89. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  1007  acres 

Population  3768  (census  1911,  4073) 

Inhabited  houses  933 
Rateable  value,  £26431  15s.  Od. 

BIRTHS. 

Males  33,  females  34,  total  67  (5  males  and  3 
females  illegitimate).  Birth  rate  17.06  per  1000  popu- 
lation. 


DEATHS. 

19  Male,  20  female,  total  39.  Death  rate  10.34  per 
1000  population. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  3 male,  1 female, 
59.7  per  1000  births  registered,  1.06  per  1000  populatiAn. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

5 Deaths,  1.32  per  1000  population,  128.2  per  1000 
deaths. 


CANCER. 

5 Deaths.  1.32  per  1000  population,  128.2  per  1000 
deaths. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

2 Deaths,  Diphtheria,  0.53  per  1,000  population 
51.28  per  1000  deaths.  ’ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Males. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  - 1 

Influenza  - - 3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - 2 

Cancer  - - 2 

Rheumatic  Fever  - - 0 

Organic  Heart  Disease  - 2 

Bronchitis  - - 0 

Pneumonia  - - 1 

Congenital  Debility,  etc,  - 2 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide  2 
Other  defined  diseases  - 4 


Females, 

1 

0 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 


19  ,20 


In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  Mr,  Croome  for  his 
kind  assistance. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

R.  C.  M.  COLVIN  SMITH, 

M.B,.  B.n.,  B.A.,  :\f.R.O.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Medical  OjTicer  of  Health. 


